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Video – The Packet Tracer User Interface 
 
Hello everyone, this is our Cisco Packer Tracer user interface walkthrough video. This is a pre-built network that 
I've put together and we're going to go through and get comfortable with the options and the menus inside of 
Cisco Packer Tracer.  
 
So first off, we have the topology. The network is here. Let's zoom in a little bit. We're going to use the magnifying 
glass at the top of the screen and click it two or three times and we're going to zoom in. Now as you do that, your 
lab might fall off the screen, so you can use your scroll bars on the right and on the bottom to get you re-centered. 
After you're re-centered with your lab, we want to go a little bit deeper. 
 
Let's take a look at what we can do inside of Cisco Packer Tracer with this network. Now, we have these cables 
that are here. The wireless router's cable to the cable modem. The cable modem is cabled to the internet and so 
forth. I'd like to see what ports they're plugged into. That would be nice to know. So what we can do is click on 
options at the top, followed by preferences. Inside of preferences, we get a large window. You can resize it. Just 
scroll your cursor over to the corner of the window and you can actually drag and resize this window. Inside of 
here, we see many different options that exist. We're not covering them all, but we're going to go through the 
basics. With the Packer Tracer preferences here, the common one we like to check mark is Always Show Port 
Labels in Logical Workspace. Logical workspace is just the place that we're in right now showing off those 
devices. We're going to check mark that one. We want to see the port labels. Also, inside of here, if you want to, 
you could turn off what are called link lights. Link lights are those green and red flashing little balls of light that tell 
you if the port is up or if it's down. If you want to have a cleaner interface and not see live if the port is up or down, 
you can turn that off. We'll do that temporarily, just to have cleaner picture. So with always show port labels 
checked, with show link lights unchecked, there's no apply button, just close the window. And here we have our 
network now, a little bit cleaner. We can see the port numbers for how things are cabled. And also, we actually do 
not have the green balls of light anymore, which was showing us that the ports were up versus being down. So 
let's continue.  
 
We see that the PC is connected on the port 01 of the wireless router. Port 00 of the wireless router goes to the 
cable modem. The cable modem is connected to the coax connection to the internet. And then the internet has an 
FA5 port that connects to FA0 on our cisco.com web server. That's great to see.  
 
Let's actually take a look at some of the devices. You can go ahead and actually click on the wireless router. 
When you click on the wireless router, it opens it up to what's called a physical view. We see these tabs at the top 
and we're in the physical tab. The physical tab gives you a physical representation of what this wireless router 
looks like. Again, there's some zoom in and zoom out features where you can zoom in by clicking the button, and 
we can take a closer look at this wireless router. We see there's four ports on the back, followed by an internet 
port in blue. Now that's nice to see, but let's do something with it. Well, there's another tab. Go to the config tab, 
and inside of here we can do some basic setting and configuration of the wireless router. You can click through 
the different options and take a look at them. They have to deal with how the LAN interfaces work, how the 
internet interface works, how the wireless is configured and set up on it. But that's really not too real world. That's 
just an easy area to go in and change settings with this config tab.  
 
What's more realistic is the GUI tab. I love it. When you go to the GUI tab, check it out. This looks like a very 
similar wireless router that you may have used yourself at home or a small office. Inside of here, we have tabs of 
the different settings you can configure, from basic setup for networks and DHCP, a tab for wireless to deploy a 
wireless network name. Even sub tabs for wireless security, wireless mac filtering. Also, you can even control the 
administration of this wireless router itself. It's got an administration tab. You'll be able to get comfy. The key thing 
is, as you make any changes, be careful. Always scroll down to the bottom of whatever screen you're on and see 
if there is a save settings button. If you make changes and you don't click save settings, you will lose what you 
just changed. When you're done playing around in that section, you can close off that window and be done with 
the wireless router.  
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In the meantime, let's actually do something. Let's have some fun. We'll go under the PC, which is on port dig0 
connected to 01 of the wireless router. On this PC, again, we start with the physical tab. Here's the physical PC. If 
I scroll down, we'll actually see the NIC card on the PC, that's it at the bottom, that gray port. If you want to, you 
can actually turn off the PC by clicking on the red button. You can drag that card and drop it on the list on the left, 
and you can pick a new card. You can click on any one of those cards and it will change on the bottom of the 
screen and show you details about the card that you clicked on. You can actually pick and choose and customize 
your own Packer Tracer devices. This is amazing.  
 
Besides that, again, we have a config tab,  where we can do basic configuration of our machine. But for more 
realistic, you can click on the desktop tab. We will see a full display here of different applications you can run on 
your Packer Tracer machine. For example, I can click on IP configuration, and I can sit up here in DHCP, pull an 
address, or I can manually assign an address with static. Same with IPV6. 
 
 I can close out my IP config window and I can open another one, like web browser. In web browser here, I can 
actually type in cisco.com and it should connect to the cisco.com server that's running on this Packer Tracer 
topology. I'll click go and we'll see if it connects. There it is. This is actually the Packer Tracer PC, going through 
the wireless router, out to the cable modem, all the way across the internet, and going to the cisco.com web 
server, and back. You need to spend time playing and practicing in Cisco Packer Tracer. This great tool has so 
many features. It's time to practice and make your own network.  


